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Summary 

The Oak tree avenues on either side of Loughton Lane, Theydon Bois Green have been in poor and declining health for some years.  Essential hazard management works are having a significant impact on the landscape value of the tree avenue.  This position is likely to worsen over the next decade.

At the November 2007 meeting of your Committee a public consultation was approved on the future options for the avenues. From the options presented to the public at Theydon Bois one option, Option 2, was a clear preference. 

The implementation of Option 2 is proposed, requiring the planting of 60 oak trees in the winter 2009/10 at a cost of approximately £16,000.

Recommendations

 It is recommended that you:

· approve the implementation of Option 2 with the costs for the work being found from the Epping Forest local risk budget.



Main Report

Background

1. At the March 2007 Saturday meeting of the Epping Forest and Commons Committee, Members visited The Green at Theydon Bois, inspected the tree avenue along Loughton Lane and discussed options.

2. Following this site visit the Chairman asked the Superintendent to prepare an options report for the Committee to approve prior to a consultation with the local community and planning authorities.

3. A report was submitted for your Committee’s consideration in November 2007  (SEF 27/07) and the following options for consultation (see diagrams in Appendix 1) were approved:

Option 1 - Remove and replace all existing Oaks in single exercise

Option 2 - Plant new line of Oaks outside existing line to create a wider avenue and remove existing trees over time as required

Option 3 - Create new avenue away from road on either north or south side

Option 4 - Sequential “wave” felling and replacement programme

Option 5 – Plant an additional avenue of trees perpendicular to existing avenue

Option 6 – Plant additional avenues along The Green’s southern edge and removal of existing Oaks as required

Option 7 - Retain existing avenue and manage as required create new group plantings around Theydon Bois Green

Option 8 - Remove the north avenue of trees and re-route path with new south side row of trees

4. Prior to the consultation event Theydon Bois Parish Council requested that the public be asked to consider two additional options, which related to a proposed closure of the road between the tree avenues. These options are listed below and responses were received for these options. As any road closure would require a decision from Essex County Council, in terms of the tree avenues Option A would represent a “do minimum” option and Option B would represent an approach similar to your current management practice for tree avenues.

Option 
A - Avenue left to diminish and left as a green open space, and the road between the avenue closed to all vehicular traffic.

Option B - As existing trees die replace with new trees, and the road between the avenue closed to vehicular traffic.

5. A consultation event was held at Theydon Bois Parish Council offices on 18th February 2008 (1pm – 8pm) and was well attended. The results of the consultation are reported below.

Current Position – the results

6. There were 112 respondents in total who returned the questionnaires that were made available at the event. The results were as follows:

OPTIONS
No. of responses
% of total

Option 1
4
3

Option 2
70
53

Option 3
4
3

Option 4
8
6

Option 5
4
3

Option 6
1
1

Option 7
6
4

Option 8
6
4

*TBPMP 1(A)
10
7

*TBPMP 2(B)
22
16

No of respondents
112
100
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7. The clearly preferred option from the public consultation was Option 2 - to plant a new line of Oaks outside existing line, creating a wider avenue and removing existing trees over time as required (see Appendix 2 attached).

Proposals

8. Given the clear support for Option 2, proposals and costings for this option have been developed and are set out in brief below. This option will require the planting of approximately 60 Oak trees.

9. It is proposed that large trees would be planted, similar to those used for the Trafalgar Plantation at Copped Hall planted two years ago. As such trees would be relatively expensive it is proposed that a root-anchor system is used to secure them. Although more expensive than traditional above-ground supports it would be more secure, reduce vandalism and look more in keeping with landscape of Theydon Green (see picture below).
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10. The trees would require mulching and watering and this work would need to be carried out over a number of years, not just in the planting year, to ensure a successful establishment of the new avenue. The costs of some tree replacements would also need to be part of the avenue costings.                                                              

11. In addition to the planting of the new avenue, Option 2 would require the continuation of the annual tree safety survey of the existing avenue and any felling or crown reduction work that this required.

12. It is proposed that planting work on Option 2 would take place in winter 2009/10 following preparations for the work and sourcing of Oak trees over the next 12 months. 

Financial Implications

13. The estimated cost per tree at current rates would be £260.00 and with approximately 60 trees required to create a new avenue the total cost would be in the order of  £260.00 x 60 = £15,600.00. This cost includes two years of after-care watering.

14. These costs would be met from the Epping Forest division’s local risk budget. 

Legal Implications

15. None

Community Strategy & Other Significant Implications

16. The recommendations within this report contribute to Objective 4 of the City of London Corporation’s Community Strategy (A clean, pleasant and attractive City) by conserving the heritage and landscape of the City’s Open Spaces around London and by adopting sustainable and sensitive working practices in accordance with environmental policy.

Consultees

17. This report is based upon a public consultation exercise held between 1pm - 8pm on 18th February 2008 at Theydon Parish Hall. In addition the members of Theydon Bois Parish Council were involved in the consideration of options prior to the consultation.

Conclusion

18. Following a detailed public consultation that presented 10 different options for the future of the tree avenues and amenity landscape of Theydon Green, Theydon Bois it is proposed to implement the clearly preferred option (Option 2). The costs of tree planting and aftercare would be in the order of £16,000 at 2008 rates and would be covered by the local risk budget. Planting would take place in winter 2009/10.

Background Papers:

· EF & C Committee report of 12th November 2007 (SEF 27/07)

Contact:

Dr Jeremy Dagley, Conservation Manager

jeremy.dagley@cityoflondon.gov.uk
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